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COMMUNICATION. 

.  FOU  THE  EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 

.fRIAL  AND  EXCOMMUNICATION  FOR 
HERESY. 

Messrs.  Editors,— *1  now  stand  am  judg¬ 
ed  for  the  hope  of  the  promise  of  God 
made  unto  the  F.ithers  *  for  whv  h  hopo^ 
sake  I  am  accused  and  condemned  of 
my  brethren.  It  has  pleased  the  Lord, 
by  the  means  of  his  word,  to  increase  my 
faith,  so  that  I  am  happy  in  the  belief, 
that  *'in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness 
of  times,’’  God  “will  gather  together  in 
one”  body  ‘‘all  things  in  Christ.”  T1  is 
of  course  was  esteemed  an  awful  heresy; 
consequently  a  labor  was  commenced  fur 
the  purpose  of  reclaiming  me  from  the 
error  of  my  belief.  I  attended  church 
meeting  and  presented  a  request  for  dis¬ 
mission,  or  liberty  to  withdraw  from  the 
church.  This  request  was  peremptorily 
refused,  and  after  various  conversations, 
“labors,  and  admonitions,”  without  ef¬ 
fect,  the  church  proceeded,  on  the  3lst 
of  May  last,  to  excommunicate  me  from 
their  fellowship.  I  had  previously  writ¬ 
ten  a  defence,  but  was,  however,  utterly 
denied  the  privilege  of  communicating  it 
to  the  church.  I  forbear  to  make  any 
comments,  but  rejoice  that  I  am  accoun¬ 
ted  worth(jr  to  “both  labor  and  suffer  re¬ 
proach,  because  (I)  trust  in  the  living 
God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  a// men,  spe¬ 
cially  of  them  that  believe.” 

If  you  consider  this  and  the  following 
letter  and  defence,  worthy  a  notice  in 
your  excellent  paper,  you  are  at  liberty 
•to  publish  it.  My  object  is  not  to  cen- 


[  sure,  ridicule  or  wound  the  feelings  of 
!  any  one.  No — I  sincerely  compassion- 
'  ate  the  case  of  any  who  are,  in  my  hum- 
i  ble  opinion,  fettered  with  the  bonds  of 
j  superstition,  and  enslaved  in  worse  than 
I  Egyptian  bondage;  and  sincerely  pray  for 
i  that  sublime  and  happy  era,  when  the 
i  “watchman  in  Zion  shall  see  eye  to  eye, 
j  and  all  shall  know  the  Lord,  from  the 
least  to  the  greatest.*’ 

C.  E.  BROWN. 

I  Union  Square,  June  13,  1828. 

! 

[  COPY  OF  THF  LETTER  ABOVE  REFERREO 
TO. 

I  To  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Mexico, 
Owego  county,  N.  F. 

i  Beloved  Brethren  and  Sisters. — Feeling 
j  a  sense  of  the  obligations  I  am  under  to 
God  and  my  fellow  creatures,  I  improve 
!  the  present  opportunity  to  inform  you 
!  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  dissent- 
:  ing  from  the  church  of  which  1  am  a  mem- 
'  ber,  in  what  you  call  the  fundamental 
{  doctrines  of  the  Bible.  It  is  uni^ecessa- 
1  ry  to  multiply  words  at  the  present  time. 

I  SuiGce  it  to  say  that  I  now  believe  in  the 

I I  •'.iimilcd  goodness  of  God  to  all  his  intel- 
;  Lgcni  ijpj ■''•>•/ — *•  ® 

pensation  of  the  fulness  of  times,  gather 
together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ — or 
in  other  words, that  I  am  a  believer  in  the 
Universal  salvation  of  the  whole  of  Ad¬ 
am’s  sinful  race  from  sin  and  misery. 

This  yon  will  say  is  taking  a  high  stand 
against  the  doctrines  of  the  church.  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  It  is — but  so  long  as  I  am 
rationally  convinced  that  scripture  and 
reason  are  on  my  side,  1  must  speak  my 
honest  sentiments,  let  man  do  and  say 
what  he  will.  I  consider  myself  accoun¬ 
table  to  God,  and  every  servant  must 
stand  or  fall  to  his  own  master.  And  now 
brethren,  I  have  a  request  to  make  to 
-you,  which  I  think  is  perfectly  agreeable 
to  the  strictest  rules  of  justice,  to  say 
nothing  about  charity*  It  is  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  you  will  retain  me  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  your  church,  so  long  as  I  retain 
my  present  views;  my  request  therefore 
is,  that  you  give  me  a  letter  of  dismission, 
or  liberty  to  withdraw.  Unless  you  can 
bring  something  that  militates  against  my 
moral  character  or  conduct,  as  a  profes¬ 
sor  of  the  religion  of  the  meek  and  low¬ 
ly  Jesus,  I  see  not  why  I  am  not  entitled 
to  a  dismission  on  (he  score  of  Justice. 
If  my  conduct  has  been  incorrect  and 
unbecoming,  I  am  willing  to  make  Gos¬ 
pel  satisfaction.  With  all  due  respect, 


[  submit  the  above  to  the  examination  of 
the  church,  hoping  you  will  act  in  the 
fear  of  God,  having  the  spirit  of  charity, 
which  is  said  to  cover  a  multitude  of  sins. 

Yours  affectionately, 

CH’S.  B.  BROWN. 

Union  Square,  20th  Dec.  1827. 

A  SOLEMN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  FIRST 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  MEXICO. 

Dear  Brethren. — With  pleasure,  I  im¬ 
prove  ^he  present  opportunity,  of  giving 
you  a  reason  of  the  ‘hope  that  is  in  me,’ 
and  I  trust  I  shall  be  enabled  to  do  it 
‘with  meekness,’  ‘having  a  conscience 
void  of  offence.’ 

I  have  at  a  former  meeting,  presented 
you  with  a  request  for  a  dismission,  or 
lor  the  privilege  of  withdrawing  from  the 
felloivship  of  the  church.  This  request 
to  me,  appears  perfectly  reasonable,  and 
I  cannot  discover  why  it  would  be  im¬ 
proper  to  grant  it.  j?feither  can  I  learn 
from  the  Bible  any  authority  for  excom¬ 
municating  a  brother  for  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  particular  points  of  Christian 
doctrine.  But  here  perhaps  you  will 
raise  the  cry  of  h-resy.  But  brethren, 
this  is  as  Uarmles-'  as  it  is  senseless;  I 
say  tiensfc'iese,  LCv-.suse  ii  Uiear.*  nothing 
mors,  in  itself  considered,  thaif  opinion, 
sect,  or  denomination^  atd  has  l|ln  suc¬ 
cessively  applied  to  every  denomination 
since  the  days  of  Christ  and  his  apostles. 
Paul  was  a  heretic,  in  the  way  the  Jews 
applied  the  term  to  him — but  he  believed 
‘all  things  written  in  the  law  and  the 
prophets.’  It  is  true,  it  is  used  some¬ 
times  in  a  <bad  sense  in  scripture,  buf 
the  sense  must  be  ascertained  by  the 
qualifying  words  attached  to  it.  'Fhus 
the  heretic  which  Paul  commanded  Ti¬ 
tus  to  reject,  was  one  that  was  ‘subvert¬ 
ed  and  sinneth, being  condemned  ofhim- 
self.’’  But  surely,  brethren,  I  do  not 
feel  ‘condemned’  for  my  present  belief, 
for  it  is  founded  on  the  immutable  prom¬ 
ises  of  Jehovah.  Peter  also  speaks  of 
false  teaehers,  who  shall  bring  in  damna¬ 
ble  heresies,  and  he  informs  us  what  this 
awful  heresy  w'as,*even  denying  the  Lord 
that  bought  them.’  Now,  brethren,  do 
I  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  me;  do  U- 
niversalists,  as  a  denomination,  deny  the 
Lord  that  bought  them?  No,  indeed,  we 
do  not;  we  fully  believe  that  Jesus  ‘gave 
himself  a  ransom  for  all,’  and  shall  ‘see 
of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied.* 
But  if  there  is  no  other  w'ay  than  for  you 
to  publicly  exchide  me  from  your  socie¬ 
ty  for  an  honest  difference  of  opinion,  1 
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shall  sabmit,  and  in  the  language  of  my  in  the  Bible.  The  consequence  resulting 
master,say.  Father  forgive  them;’  know-  from  the  transgression, appears  to  be  mis- 
ing  that  better  men  than  myself,  both  in  understood.  Man  by  disobedience  was 
ancient  and  modern  times,  have  been  placed  in  a  situation  in  which,  if  the  an- 
castout  of  the  Synagogue  and  church,  ger  of  the  Lord  was  enkindled,  if  his 
for  believing  what  the  scribes  and  jdiari-  wrath  burned  with  terrible  indignation, 
sees  were  pleased  to  call  heresy.  I  fear  j  it  would  have  been  shown  forth  in  all  its 
our  modtrn  professors  of  religion  are  too  j  power,  and  man  must  have  felt  all  its 
ready  to  judge  and  condemn  all  who  do  |  horrible  consequences, 
not  implicitly  believe  what  they  are  plea-  But  that  AJ>nighty  Being,  who  is  the 
sed  to  call  orthodox.  Brethren,  pardon  !  same  yesterday,  to  day  and  forever,  and 
my  ‘plainness  of  speech:’  I  love  you  as  j  who  changes  not,  is  represented  as  visit- 
brethren  and  as  Christians,  but  I  can  call  j  ing  him  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  and  on 
no  man  master  on  the  earth;  and  so  long  finding  his  deluded  children,  confines  his 
as  my  moral  character  stands  unimpeach-  denunciations  altogether  to  the  pains,  the 
ed,  I  cannot  call  such  an  act  1^  any  soft-  sorrows,  the  labors  and  trials  that  would 
er  name  than  persecution.  •  attend  them  on  this  side  the  grave. — 

Brethren,  Ido  not  make  these  remarks  i  Nothing  is  saitl  of  troubles  or  miseries 
to  wound  your  feelings;  neithar*because  in  another  world.  A  curse  is  denounced 
I  wish  to  retain  i.iy  standing  in  the  against  the  serpent  who  deceived  our 
church,  contraiy  to  tlie  wishes  or  feel-  first  parents,  and  enmity  placed  between 
ings  of  the  brethren  or  sisters,  but  be  the  seed  of  the  woman  and  that  of  the 
cause  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  tlie  privi-  serpent.  The  woman’s  seed,  it  is  pro- 
lege  of  withdrawing  or  being  dismissed  mised,  should  prevail,  though  bruised  in 
in  an  honorable  way  The  laws  of  the  the  heel — should  bruise  the  serpent’s 
land  guarantee  tome  the  privilege  of 'head.  This  bruising  of  the  serpent’s 
thinking  and  believing  according  to  the  i  head,  if  it  has  any  meaning  attached  to 
dictates  of  my  own  conscience,  and  no  it,  roust  have  reference  to  the  complete 
tribunal,  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  has  a  j  destruction  of  the  power  of  the  arch  de- 
right  to  call  me  to  an  account  for  mere  '  ceiver,  and  all  those  consequences  that 
matters  of  opinion;  much  less  to  public-  result  from  the  deception.  In  this  opin- 
ly  denounce  me  as  a  heretic. and  exclude!  ion,  learned  commentators  are  mostgen- 
me  from  society,  for  believing  that  God  eralljTagreed;  but  the  best  commentators, 
is  equally  goo8  to  all  his  sinning  off-  and  tho.se  only  that  I  shall  follow,  are 
ofTspritig.  Rom.  siv.  4,  13.  the  Apostle’s  of  the  Lamb.  St.  Paul, 

But  it  is  said,  I  h.'ve  embraced  a  dan-  with  reference  to  this  subject  says,  He- 

gerous^octrine,’- a 'licentious  doctrine,’ I  brews  ii.  14;  ‘Forasmuch  then  as  the 
a  *do%l^ne  pleasing  to  the  carnal  heart,  children  are  partakers  of  fiesh  and  blond, 
and  om  that  is  calculated  to  take  otf  all ;  he  also  himself  likewise  took  part  of  the 
restraint,  and  open  the  door  to  the  com-  j  same;  tliat  through  death  he  might  de¬ 
mission  of  all  manner  of  crimes.’  But !  stroy  him  that  hath  the  power  of  death, 

if  tlie  doctrine  of  universal  salvation  is  1  that  is  the  Devil;  and  deliver  them  who 
taught  in  tlie  scriptures,  w^e  will  risk  the  ,  through  fear  of  death,  were  all  their  life 
consequences,  and  join  in  the  song  which  time  subject  to  bondage.’"  The  destruc- 
•  the  angels  sung  to  the  shepherds,  ‘glory  tion  of  the  tempter  and  deceiver  of  man- 
to  God  in  the  highest,and  on  earth, peace,  kind  is  here  declared — ‘him  that  hath  the 
good  will  toward  men.’  If  it  is  not  taught  power  of  death,  that  is  the  Devil,’ shall 
in  the  Bible,  I  cannot  understand  plain  |  Christ  destroy.  The  serpent’s  head  shall 
English.  In  examining  the  Scriptures  i  be  bruised.  He  shall  no  longer  deceive, 
for  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  but  few  of  the  j  To  be  carnally  minded  is  death;  death 
many  heart-cheering  evidences  can  be  at-  j  shall  be  destroyed.  Here  it  may  be  ask- 
tended  to.  Those  that  I  shall  bring  to  j  cd,  ‘will  not  the  effects  of  the  deception 
view,  sliall  be  illustrated  according  to  I  eternally  remain?’— The  apostle  John 
the  use  made  of  them,  by  the  writers  of !  shall  give  the  answer.  ‘He  that  com- 
the  New  Testament,  for  they,  being  men  j  mitteth  sin  is  of  the  Devil;  for  the  Devil 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  spi- 1  sihnetli  frorh  the  beginning.  For  this 
fit  of  redeeming  love,  must  be  supposed  ;  purpose,  the  .Son  of  God  was  manifested, 
to  understand  these  things.  Hence  this  !  that  he  might  t/ci troy  the  works  of  the  De- 
defence  will  be  little  more  than  the  Old  1  cj7.”  1  John,  iii.  8.  The  works  of  the 
and  New  Testament:  arranged  together'  Devil  are  sin;  sin  Jesus  came  to  destroy, 
according  to  tlieir  most  obvious  interpre- 1  See  Daniel,  ix.  24.  ‘He  shall  finish  tire 
tation  and  meaning,  that  the  evidences  of ;  transgression,  make  an  end  of  sins, make 
the  system  of  salvation  may  appear  in  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  bring  in 
.their  most  plain  signification.  I  will  com-  everlasting  righteousness.^  The  language 
mence  with  the  history  of  man’s  disobe-  of  the  New-Testament  is,  ‘he  shall  save 
dience,  and  his  unhappy  situation  conse-  his  people  from  their  sins:’  ‘he  must 
^oent  upon  transj^ression.  The  account  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under 
of  man'«  disobedience  is  plainly  related  his  feet,  the  last  enemy  that  shall  be  de¬ 


stroyed  is  death.’  With  death,  he  that 
hath  the  power  of  death  shall  be  destroy¬ 
ed;  therefore,  ‘there  shall  be  no  more, 
death — neither  sorrow  or  crying;  ,for  be¬ 
hold,  1  make  all  things  new,’ 

The  next  passage  of  the  Old  Tasta- 
ment  which  refers  to  Christ,  is  Gen.  xii. 
3,  ‘And  in  thee  shall  (not  may  on  certain 
conditions)  ALL  the  families  of  the  earth 
be  blessed.’  This  promise  of  God  to  A- 
braham  is  repeated  Chap,  xxii,  18;  ‘and 
in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  be  blessed.’  ‘These  declarations 
lare  illustrated  by  Peter  and  Paul,  and 
i  referred  to  Christ.  Paul  says.  Gal.  iii. 

1 16,  ‘Now  to  Abraham  and  his  seed  were 
I  the  promises  made.  He  saith  not.  and  to 
j  seeds  as  of  many,  but  as  of  one,  and  to 
thy  seed  ichich  is  Christ.*  This  promise, 
which  testifies  of  Christ,  is  also  called 
the  Gospel.  Gal.  iii.  8,  ‘And  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  (that  is  the  writings  of  Moses  and 
the  prophets)  foreseeing  that  God  would 
justify  the  heathen  through  faith,  leach¬ 
ed  before  the  Gospel  unto  Abrabflil  say¬ 
ing,  in  thee  shall  all  nations  be  blessed.’ 
The  nature  of  the  blessing  is  deciarad 
by  Peter  in  the  2d  chapter  of  Acts,from 
the  29th  to  39ih  verses.  ‘Men  and  breth¬ 
ren,  let  me  freely  speak  unto  you  of  the 
patriarch  David,  that  he  is  both  dead  and 
buried,  and  his  sepulchre  is  with  us  unto 
this  day.  Therefore,  being  a  prophet, 
and  knowing  that  God  had  sworn  with 
an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his 
loins  according  to  the  fiesh,  ho  would 
raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne.  He, 
seeing  this  before,  spake  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Christ,  that  his  soul  was  not  left 
in  hell,  neither  his  fiesh  did  see  corrup¬ 
tion.  This  Jesus  hath  God  raised  up, 

I  whereof  we  all  are  witnesses  T4icrefore 
being  by  the  right  hand  of  Go<(  exalted, 
and  having  received  of  the  Father  the 
promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  hath  shed 
forth  this  which  ye  now  see  and  hear. — 
For  David  is  not  ascended  into  the  heav¬ 
ens:  but  he  saith  himself,  the  Lord  said 
unto  my  Lord,  set  thou  on  my  right  ivand, 
until  I  make  thy  foes  thy  foot-stool. — 
Therefore,  let  all  the  house  of  Israel 
know  assuredly,  that  God  hath  made  that 
same  Jesus  both  Lord  and  Christ.  Now 
when  they  heard  this,  they  were  pricked 
in  their  heart,  and  said  unto  Peter  and 
to  the  rest  of  the  Apostles,  men  and 
brethren  what  shall  we  do?  Then  Peter 
said  unto  them,  repent  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
For  the  promise  is  unto  you  and  to  your 
children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,eveii 
as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall  call.’ 
Again,  Acts  3.  IS,  19,  20, 21,  ‘But  those 
things  which  God  before  had  showed,  by 
the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets,  that  Christ 
should  suffer,  he  hath  so  fulfilled.  Re*' 
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ipent  ye  therefore  and  be  converted,  that 
your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the 
Hmes  of  refreshing  shall  come  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord;  and  he  shall  send 
Jesus,  which  before  was  preached  unto 
you;  whom  the  Heavens  must  receive, 
until  the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things 
which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of 
all  his  holy  prophets  since  the  worM  be¬ 
gan.’  24th,  25th,  and  2Gth  verses,  ‘Yea, 
and  all  the  prophets  from  Samuel  and 
those  that  follow  after,  as  many  as  have 
spoken,  have  likewise  foretold  of  these 
days.  Ye  are  the  children  of  the  proph¬ 
ets  and  of  the  covenant  which  God  made 
with  our  Fathers,  saying  unto  Abraham, 
‘And  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  kindreds 
of  the  earth  blessed;  unto  you,  first,  God 
having  raised  up  his  Son, sent  him  to  bless 
you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you 
from  his  iniquities.’ 

From  these  illustrations,  four  things 
are  clearly  proven.  1st.  The  blessings 
promised  to  all  the  families,  kindred  and 
nat^s  of  the  earth  are  promised  IN 
Chii. 

2d.  This  promise  is  called  the  Gospel. 
3d.  The  blessing  consists  in  turning  a- 
way  every  one  from  his  iniquities,  and 

4th.  All  God’s  holy  prophets  who  have 
spoken  of  Jesus  have  testified  of  the  res¬ 
titution  of  all  things,  in  the  dispensation 
of  the  fulness  of  tunes.  Hence  we  find 
that  the  declaration  ‘the  seed  of  the  wo¬ 
man  shall  bruise  the  serpent’s  head,’  and 
the  promise  made  to  the  Fathers,  as  al¬ 
luding  to  one  thing,  and  to  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  one  eveut,  vi*.  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  sin,  the  works  of  the  Devil,  and 
the  restoration  of  man  to  holiness  and 
consequent  happiness. 

Jacob,  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  says 
to  his  son  Judah,  Gen.  xlix.  10,  ‘The 
sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor 
a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feet  until 
Shiloh  come;  and  unto  him  shall  the  gath¬ 
ering  of  the  people  be.’  This  passage  is 
illustrated  by  the  Apostle  Paul  who  says, 
Eph.  i.  9,  10,  'Having  made  known  unto 
us  the  mystery  of  his  will,  according  to 
his  good  pleasure,  which  he  hath  purpos¬ 
ed  in  himself;  that  in  the  dispensation 
of  the  fulness  of  times,  he  might  gather 
together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both 
which  are  in  Heaven  and  which  are  on 
earth,  even  in  him.’  This  is  further  sup¬ 
ported  by  Isa.  ii.  12.  'And  he  shall  set 
up  an  ensign  for  the  nations;  and  shall 
assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel  and  gath¬ 
er  together  the  dispersed  of  Judah  from 
the  four  cornc.”s  of  the  earth.’  Again, 
Deut.  xxxiii.  17,  ‘His  glory  (Christ’s) 
is  like  the  firstling  of  his  bullock,  and 
hfs  horns  are  like  the  horns  of  Unicorns; 
with  them  he  shall  push  the  people  to¬ 
gether  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.’  In  Ps. 
■A.  7,  8,  we  find  support  to  the  idea,that 
Jesus  will  perfectly  accomplish  the  will 


of  God.’  ‘Then,  said  I,  lo,  I  come:  in  | 
the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  ofj 
me,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  0,  my  God:  i 
yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.’  What| 
IS  the  will  of  God?  Answer,  that  all ; 
things  may  be  gathered  together  in  one, 
even  in  Christ.  That  he  should  destroy 
the  works  of  the  Devil,  and  restore  all 
men  to  holiness.  This  Jesus  delighted 
to  do,  for  the  law  of  the  Lord  was  with¬ 
in  his  heart.  This  law  is  the  law  of  love 
written  in  the  heart,  whereby  we  adopt 
the  language  of  the  Psalmist,  ‘how  ex 
cellent  is  thy  loving  kindness,  O  God; 
therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their 
trust  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings.’ — 

Psalm  xxii.  27,  28.  ‘All  the  ends  of 
the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  URto 
the  Lord,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  na- ! 
tions  shall  worship  before  thee.  For  the 
kingdom  is  the  Lords,  and  he  is  the  go¬ 
vernor  among  the  nations.’  Ps.  cxlv.  9, 
‘The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works  ’  Again,  I 
Ps.  cx.  1 ,  2,  5,  we  read  thus,  ‘The  Lord  | 
said  unto  my  Lord,  sit  thou  at  my  right  | 
hand, until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot¬ 
stool.  The  Lord  shall  send  the  rod  of 
thy  strength  out  of  Zion:  rule  thou  in  the 
midst  of  thine  enemies.  Thy  people  shall 
be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power,  in  the 
beauty  ot  holiness.’  St,  Paul,  taking  up 
this  subject  says,  ‘For  he  must  reign  till 
he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet. 
The  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed 
is  death.’*  Then  shall  be  brought  to  pass 
the  saying  that  is  written,  ‘Death  is 
swallowed  up  in  victory.’  O  death,  where 
is  thy  sting?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vic¬ 
tory?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  I 
strength  of  sin  is  the  law;  but  thanks  be  j 
to  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.’  Here  let  me  re¬ 
mark,  ‘the  wages  of  sin  is  death.  The 
Devil  is  said  to  have  the  power  of  death. 
The  devil  is  an  enemy  to  Christ  Again, 
‘to  be  carnally  minded  is  death.  For  the 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  to  God,  not  sub¬ 
ject  to  his  law,  neither  indeed  can  be.’  It 
must  be  destroyed.  He  must  reign  till 
he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet. 
Hu  took  upon  him  our  nature,  that  thro’ 
death  he  might  destroy  him  that  hath  the 
power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.  'For 
this  purpose  was  the  Son  of  God  mani¬ 
fested  that  he  might  destroy  the  works 
of  the  Devil:  the  last  enemy  that  shall 
be  destroyed  is  death.  How  clearly  do 
the  scriptures  teach  the  final  emancipa¬ 
tion  of  Adam’s  sinful  race,  from  sin, 
death  and  the  power  of  the  Devil. 

The  propliet  Isaiah,  lo  the  following  passages, 
supporUall  the  conclusions  I  hare  drawn.  ‘And 
in  this  mountain  shall  the  Lord  of  Hosts  make 
unto  all  people  a  feast  of  fat  things,  a  feast  of 

•  Correctly  rendered,  *Death  the  latt  enemy 
thall  be  destroyed. — Ed. 


Wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marruw.of 
wines  on  the  lees  well  refined.  And  be  will  de¬ 
stroy  the  face  of  the  covering  cast  over  all  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  vail  that  is  spread  over  all  nations, 
lie  will  swallow  up  death  in  victory;  and  the 
Lord  God  will  wipe  away  tears  from  off  all  fa¬ 
ces;  and  the  rebuke  of  his  people  shall  be  taken 
away  from  off  all  the  earth;  for  the  Lord  of 
Hosts  hath  spoken  it.’  Again,  Isaiah,  liii.  3,  4, 
5,  6,  ‘He  is  despised  and  neglected  of  men,  a 
man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief,  and 
we  hid  as  if  were  our  faces  from  him;  lie  was  de¬ 
spised  and  we  esteemed  him  not;  snrely  he  hath 
borne  our  griefs  and  carrieil  our  sorrows;  yet  he 
lid  esteem  him  stricken  smitten  of  God  and  af¬ 
flicted.  But  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgres¬ 
sions,  lie  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities;  the  ebas- 
tisement  of  our  peare  was  upon  him,  and  with 
his  stripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like  sheep 
hare  gone  astray;  we  have  turned  everv  one  lo 
his  own  way,  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on ‘him  the 
iniquity  of  us  ail.’  Verse  ;i,  ‘He  shall  see  of 
the  travail  of  bis  soul  and  shall  be  satisfied,’  A- 
gain,  Isa.  xlv.  22,  23  and  24,  ‘Look  unto  me 
and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  for  I 
am  God  and  there  is  none  else.  I  have  sworn 
by  myself;  the  word  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth  in 
riglitcousuess  and  shall  not  return,  that  unto  me 
every  knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall  swear, 
surely  shall  say,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteous¬ 
ness  and  strength.’  In  referring  to  this  senti¬ 
ment,  St.  Paul  says,  Phillipians,  li.  9, 10,  II. _ 

•Wherefore,  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him, 
(Christ)  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above 
every  namey  that  at  tlie  uame  of  Jesus  every 
knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  Heaven,  and 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  and 
that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  I-ord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.* 
See  Psalm  xxi.  5, ‘His  glory  is  great  in  thy  sal¬ 
vation.’  Now  listen  to  the  song  of  the  angels. 
‘Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will  towards  men.’  The  angel  had  just 
said,  ‘Fear  not,  for  behold  I  bring  you  good  ti¬ 
dings  of  great  joy,  which  sliall  be  to  all  jieople.* 
Brethren,  these  promises  are  positive  and  unccn. 
ditional;  they  prove  tlie  salvation  of  all  man¬ 
kind,  and  are  so  plain  and  explicit  as  to  leave  no 
room  foi  doubt.  ‘Believest  thou  the  prophets.’ 
1  know  that  thou  believest.’  Then  wl^  limit  the 
grace  and  mercy  of  God  to  a  chosen  few.’  whv 
not  give  Jesus  full  credit,  when  he  says,  ‘and  f, 
if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me;’ 
and  again,  ‘for  God  sent  not  his  son  into  the 
world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  saved.*  John  iii.  16.  A- 
gain,  Jesus  says  he  came  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost.  See  this  illustrated  by  the 
parables  of  the  ‘lost  Sheep,’  the ‘piece  of  Silver, 
and  the  ‘prodigal  Son.’  Jesus  iHiistrated  the  doc¬ 
trine  he  taught  by  this  example,  not  even  pub- 
licans  and  sinners  did  he  reject  and  pass  bv 
without  manifesting  the  benevolence  of  bis  heart 
in  curing  their  bodily  infirmities, and  doing  good 
to  all,  and  even  for  bis  murderers  he  prays,  ‘Fa¬ 
ther  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what  they  do.’ 
The  apostle  John  says  in  his  first  epistle,  ii.  1,2, 
‘And  if  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with 
the  Father,  Jesus  Christ,  the  righteous,  who  is 
the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  on¬ 
ly,  but  al  o  for  the  sins  of  tlie  wbede  world.’—* 
Paul  says,  Hebrews,  «.  9,  ‘But  we  see  Jesus, 
who  was  made  a  little  tower  tiian  the  angtels,  for 
the  suflering  of  death,  crowned  with  glory  anfl 
honor,  that  he,  by  the  grace  of  God,  should  taste 
death  fur  every  man.'  John  the  Baptist  says, 
‘behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketb  away  the 
sin  of  the  world.*  Here  is  a  propitiation  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world,  death  tasted  for 
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tnaD,  and  the  sin  of  the  world  to  be  taken  away 
by  the  Lamb  of  God. 

(Concluded  m  our  next') 


A  DIALOGUE 

Between  a  Unicersalist  and  Calvinist  Bap¬ 
tist. 

fit  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  con¬ 
versation,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
substance,  was  in  the  presence  of  a  sick 
nun,  who  professed  a  belief  in  the  final 
salvation  of  all  men.  The  Calvinist  Bap¬ 
tist  had  frequently  visited  the  declining 
man,  and  in  .addition  to  deeds  of  kind¬ 
ness,  had  endeavored  to  shake  his  faith 
in  the  doctrine  he  professed.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  a  tearful  concern  for  the  immor¬ 
tal  welfare  of  his  sick  neighbor,  and  did 
all  in  his  power  to  alarm  him,  and  de¬ 
stroy  his  confidence  in  the  God  of  his 
salvation.  When  the  Universalist  enter¬ 
ed  the  room,  the  Baptist  was  relating  the 
religious  exercises  and  joys  of  a  pious 
old  lady,  whom  he  considred  a  remarka¬ 
ble  example  of  Christian  resignation.  Af¬ 
ter  the  usual  civilities,  and  he  had  ex 

Slained  the  nature  of  his.  discourse,  the 
laptist  proceeded  as  follows:] 

Baptist. — The  old  lady  is  really  pious, 
and  gives  the  fullest  evidence  of  being  a 
child  of  God.  Her  mind  seems  to  be 
wholly  exercised  in  religion— -she  is  wait¬ 
ing  till  her  change  come,  that  she  may  go 
and  be  with  Christ.  O,  it  is  a  blessed 
thing  to  give  such  evidence  of  being  born 
again  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  be  reconciled 
and  happy  in  view  of  dc^th  and  eternity,  j 
Universalist. — Yes,  sir,  it  is  truly  gra- 1 
■  tifying  to  witness  a  scene  like  that  you  i 
were  mentioning.  I  can  speak  expeiH- 1 
mentally,  when  I  say  it  is  a  serious,  plea-  j 
sing  sight  to  behold  such  instances  of  pi- 1 
ous  resignation.  It  has  been  iny  privi- 1 
lege  to  visit  many,  whose  minds  were  in  ; 
a  purely  religious  frame. '  I  have  just  i 
left  the  sick  chamber  of  an  elderly  wo-  j 
man,  who  is  probably  in  a  cowsumption; 
she  is  as  perfectly  willing  to  die,  as  any! 
person  in  town  is  to  live  and  enjoy  good  j 
health.  Her  faith  in  Christ  is  so  great 
and  lively,  that  her  only  fear  appears  to  ' 
be  that  she  may  possibly  recover,  and  not 
go  immediately  to  be  with  Christ.  So  I 
suppose,  sir,  that  you  would  consider  her 
*'a  child  of  God,” — would  you  not? 

Bap.  Why,  I  do  not  know  as  I  should. 
Much  depends  on  circumstances  in  such 
cases. 

Uni.  Ah,  and  what  are  the  circum¬ 
stances  to  which  you  allude? 

Bap.  Well,  I  will  tell  you,  sir.  It 
would  be  necessery  to  know  that  the  per¬ 
son  had  experienced  religion,  and  had 
given  evidence  of  a  renewed  heart,  by  a 
life  of  piety  and  godliness. 

Unu  But  if  all  that  is  necessary  to 
show  that  one  U  the  child  of  God,  why 


do  you  take  so  much  pains  to  alter  the 
faith  of  people  on  a  death  bed?  Suppose 
you  covert  them  to  your  opinion,  will  that 
enable  them  to  exhibit  a  previous  life  of 
piety? 

Bap,  Why,  no,  I  don’t  know  as  it 
would;  but  there  are  some  instances  in 
which  Gotl  performs  his  strange  work, 
and  plucks  sinners  as  brands  from  the 
burning,  even  in  their  last  sickness.  Still 
I  do  not  consider  it  safe,  in  general,  to 
depend  on  death  bed  repentance.  | 

Uni.  Very  well,  sir,  you  shall  have 
things  according  to  your  own  weight  and 
measure.  The  aged  woman  of  whom  1 
was  speaking,  was  converted  many  years 
ago,  joined  an  orthodox  church  in  this 
town,  and  has  ever  since  maintained  a 
good  Christian  character,  as  the  venera¬ 
ble  clergyman  to  whose  church  she  be¬ 
longed  can  testify.  Are  these  circum¬ 
stances  enough  to  convince  you  of  her 
piety  and  fitness  for  heaven? 

Bap.  I  do  not  know  as  they  arc.  1 
should  wish  to  know  that  she  embraced 
the  leading  points  of  the  gospel,  before  I 
passed  my  judgment  in  her  favor. 

Uni.  But  it  appears  to  me  you  change 
3'our  ground  often.  Just  now,  you  call¬ 
ed  a  reconciled,  happy  frame  of  mind, 

I  the  brightest  evidence  of  one’s  being  the 
I  child  of  God;  then,  you  required  certain 
j  circumstances,  as  the  one  thing  needful 
j  in  the  case;  but  having  them  furnished, 
you  are  now  after  something  else,  and 
must  have  them  believe  right,  as  well  as 
feel  and  act  right.  But  never  mind  that; 
perhaps  we  shall  agree  in  the  sequel,  not¬ 
withstanding  these  introductory  differen¬ 
ces.  What  are  those  points  that  you  con¬ 
sider  so  essential? 

Bap.  Why  there  arc  many  important 
points  in  the  faith  of  God’s  children.  But 
a  cordial  belief  in  the  necessity  of  repent¬ 
ance,  of  regeneration  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  of  being  saved  by  Jesus  Christ,  and 
by  him  alone,  is  indispensable  to  the 
Christian  faith. 

Uni.  Very  good,  sir;  you  must  yet  ad¬ 
mit  that  the  aged  person  I  was  speaking 
of,  is  a  true  child  of  God;  for  she  is  very 
clear  and  steadfast  on  all  those  points. 
She  holds  that  repentance  is  essential  to 
salvation — that  every  hard  and  corrupt 
heart  must  be  renewed,  and  that  not  one 
sinner  will  be,  or  can  be  saved,  except¬ 
ing  through  Jesus  Christ.  So  I  conclude 
you  will  own  her  as  the  child  ofGod. 

Bap.  O  yes,  1  don’t  know  but  I  shall, 
if  all  that  is  true,  and  1  have  no  right  to 
dispute  your  word. 

UrJ.  Well,  sir,  I  am  really  glad  to  see 
you  so  liberal  and  reasonable,  after  so 
long  a  run.  I  am  the  more  pleased  be¬ 
cause  tlie  good  old  lady  informed  me,  a 
few  dtiys  ago,  that  she  believed  in  the 
doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation,  when 
she  joined  parson  K— — — ’s  church,  and 


that  he  knew  it;  that  she  had  remained 
in  the  same  faith  ever  since;  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  pains  that  had  been 
taken,  before  and  since  her  sickness  to 
alter  her  belief,  she  continued  to  increase 
in  faith  and  joy;  that  her  Saviour  appears 
more  and  more  precious;  and  that  he  is 
able  and  willing  to  restore,  in  his  own 
proper  time,  the  whole  world  of  mankind. 
She — 

Bap.  Ah,  you  have  said  enough  to  con¬ 
vince  me  that  she  is  not  a  Christian;  she 
is  not  a  child  of  God;  it  is  impossible. 

Uni,  But  why  so,  my  dear  sir? 

Bap.  Because  she  cannot  be  a  Christian 
and  embrace  that  fatal  delusion.  No 
child  of  God  ever  believed  that  dangerous 
heresy.  It  causes  them  grief  to  see  oth¬ 
ers  embrace  it. 

Uni.  But  what  do  )'ou  mean  by  heresyT 
it  cannot  be  a  cordial  assent  to  the  lead¬ 
ing  points,  just  mentioned. 

Bap.  ()  no;  it  is  the  belief  that  all 
mankind  will  be  finally  saved. 

Uni  Then  you  call  it  heresy,  o^^c- 
countof  the  number  embraced  in  thenmli, 
and  not  on  account  of  the  weans  by  which 
the  great  work  is  effected ! 

Bap.  No,  you  don’t  exactly  nnderstand 
I  me;  I  mean  that  a  belief  in  your  doctrine 
is  enough  to  convince  me,  that  the  per¬ 
son  who  has  that  faith,  is  not  a  child  oi* 
God,  or  a  true  Christian. 

Uni.  Well,  sir,  now  I  understand  you; 
your  meaning  is,  that  no  person  can  be  a 
Christian,  unless  he  believes  in  the  dot- 
trine  of  endless  misery.  That  repent¬ 
ance,  reformation,  and  lorty  or  fifty  years’’ 
walk  of  piety,  together  with  a  calm  and 
fearless  resignation  to  the  will  of  God  on 
a  bed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  must  all 
I  become  prostrate  before  this  all-essential 
article  of  the  orthodox  faith.  You  mean 
to  tell  me  that /am  not  a  Christian, hut  an 
I  infidel  or  a  heretic. 

j  Bap.  Yes,  you  may  have  it  so  if  you 
please;  though  I  don’t  wish  to  say  any 
thing  to  give  offence,  or  that  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  improper. 

Uni.  Y'ou  have  done  right,  sir,  in  deal¬ 
ing  plainly  with  me;  I  want  no  flattery; 
nor  shall  I  take  any  off'ence  at  your  frank¬ 
ness.  I  have  a  very  different  opinion  of 
you  from  what  you  have  of  me:  I  consider 
you  a  pious,  well-meaning  Christian,  tho’ 
I  think  you  imbibe  some  very  erroneous 
notions  of religion.  Butsince^you  believe 
ourself  to  be  a  real  Christian,  by  having 
een  made  to  believe  in  that,  without 
which  no  one  can  be  a  child  of  God,  I 
wish  you  to  instruct  me  a  little,  that  I 
may  not  remain  in  the  gross  darkness,  in 
which  you  think  I  am.  ^  Let  me  inquire 
what  the  unrenewed  sinner  must  do,  in 
order  to  save  himself,  or  induce  God  to 
save  him*  Because,  if^any  thing  can  be 
done  by  me,  to  escape  eternal  wo,  I  en¬ 
gage  to  set  myself  about  it  forthwith. 
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bap.  O  jou  inisuDd£rstand  my  mean*  > 
jiig,  if  you  suppose  I  would  imply  that 
any  thing  can  be  done  by  us,  to  save  our¬ 
selves.  The  sinner  is  in  a  depraved  and 
entirely  hopeless  state.  '•  lie  is  blind,  and 
deaf,  and  lost,  and  even  dead  in  tres¬ 
passes  and  sins,  and  has  no  more  power 
to  renew  his  own  soul,  than  a  dead  man 
has  to  see,  or  hear,  or  feel,  or  rise  up  and 
walk.  1  remember  very  well  how  it  was 
with  me  when  I  was  converted.  The 
work  was  wholly  of  God.  I  stood  out 
against  the  Divine  Spirit,  till  I  was  over¬ 
come  by  its  almighty  power,  and  compel¬ 
led  to  submit.  1  can  take  no  part  of  the 
praise  to  myselfj  the  glory  belongs  to 
God,  because  the  work  is  altogether  his. 
If  the  sinner  could  do  any  thing  towards 
his  own  salvation,  he  would  have  a  right 
to  claim  part  of  the  praise,  should  he  do 
all  that  was  in  his  power.  But  God  has 
assured  his  people,  that  he  will  not  give 
his  praise  to  another. 

Uni.  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  kind- 
ncs^i  putting  me  back  into  your  path 
aga^  Vou  do  not  hold  then,  that  an 
unconverted  person  can  do  any  thing, 
whatever,  towards  his  salvation;  but  that 
it  is  wholly  of  God.  The  sinner  is  blind, 
deaf,  helpless  and  dead,  and  therefore 
wholly  and  entirely  dependent  on  the 
agency  of  the  Spirit,  for  his  conversion 
and  salvation. 

Bap.  Yes,  that  is  my  meaning;  and 
not,  as  you  were  disposed  to  imply,  that 
the  sinner  must  do  something  to  save 
himself.  If  salvation  was  of  works, 
ihere  would  be  no  need  of  grace;  but  we 
are  saved  by  grace,  and  not  by  works. 

Uni.  Well,  sir,  since  we  thus  far  un¬ 
derstand  each  other,  1  want  to  ask  you, 
what  you  are  calculating  (o  effect  by  your 
labors  on  thu  sick  man}  I  am  told  that 
you  are  daily  warning  him  of  his  danger, 
exhorting  him  to  repent,  to  secure  an  in¬ 
terest  in  Christ,  before  it  is  forever  too 
late;  and  much  more  of  the  same  kind. 
.Vow,  what  propriety  is  there,  in  such 
exhortations? 

Bap  Why,  Mr.  S - ,  do  you 

not  admit  that  the  sinner  should  improve 
the  means  of  grace,  and  seek  for  repen¬ 
tance,  and.  ask  God  for  his  Holy  Spirit? 
I  want  Mr.  N - to  submit  to  tlie  op¬ 

erations  of  God’s  spirit,  and  fall  in  with 
the  overtures  of  mercy.  God  is  willing 
to  save,  if  he  will  but  comply  with  the 
conditions  of  the  gospel,  while  the  door 
of  mercy  is  open. 

Uui.  But  I  am  really  surprised  at 

your  language,  Capt  B - .  Do  you 

mean  that  a  dead  man,  or  one  who  is 
unconverted,  can  comply  with  the  terms 
of  mercy?  And  if  he  should'  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  gospel,  as  you 
'  call  them,  would  he  not  do  something  to¬ 
wards  his  salvation?,  If  he  oannot  be 
kived  unless  he  doss  something,  and  by 


doing  it  is  saved,  1  am  sure  you  will  not 
persist  in  saying,  he  had  done  nothing  to¬ 
wards  his  salvation.  Will  you  just  in¬ 
form  this  sick  man  of  one  thing  which  he 
can  do  to  secure  his  eternal  salvation? 

Bap.  Tell  him  what  Ae  can  do?  Why, 

I  just  now  told  you  that  salvation  was 
wholly  of  God,  and  that  the  creature’s 
works  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  God 
knows  who  are  his  people,  and  he  makes 
them  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power;  and 
they  give  all  the  glory  to  him.  This  is 
the  way  in  which  I  understand  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  it  appears  plain  and  easy  to  all 
the  dear  children  of  God.  But  those 
who  are  unrenewed,  and  unconverted, 
and  blind,  cannot  see  the  beauty  of  this 
work  of  God  for  his  chiUlren. 

Uni.  Very  well;  having  settled  one 
point,  and  ascertained  that,  according  to 
your  creed,  the  sinner  can  do  nothing 
but  stand  still  and  ace  the  salvation  of 
God,  1  will  take  the  liberty  to  ask  you 
what  you  mean  by  the  dear  children  of 
God,  and  by  their  salvation?  Do  you 
mean  that  God  has  elected  a  definite 
number  of  his  sinful  odspring,  and  that 
he  saves  them  in  his  own  time  and  way? 

Bap.  Why,  that  is  a  subject  that  I 
do  not  care  saying  much  about.  I  gen¬ 
erally  tell  people  who  ask  me  that  ques¬ 
tion,  that  God  is  willing  to  save  all  pen¬ 
itent  sinners;  and  that  if  they  come  to 
him,  in  the  way  the  gospel  prescribes 
that  he  will  accept  of  them  and  save 
them.  This  is  as  much  as  I  think  it 
prudent  to  say  to  unrenewed  people,  on 
that  point.  It  is  a  very  delicate  subject, 
and  must  be  handled  in  a  delicate  man¬ 
ner. 

Uni.  I  understand  you,  Sir,  but  then, 
your  answer  does  not  satisfy  me  at  all. 
You  need  not  use  any  reserve  with  me; 
for  any  thing  that  looks  like  equivocation 
is  by  no  means  calculated  to  satisfy  my 
mind.  I  did  not  ask  you  about  God’s 
being  willing  that  men  should  be  saved; 
but  1  inquired  whether  or  no,  you  admit 
that  he  has  a  purpose  in  sending  his  Son 
into  the  world.  When  God  sent  the 
Lord  Jesus  to  die  for  men,  did  he  deter¬ 
mine  to  save  and  make  happy  a  certain 
number  of  the  human  family;  or  was  he 
less  careful  concerning  the  final  result 
of  his  mission,  than  of  the  consequences 
which  might  follow  the  fall  of  a  sparrow  | 
or  of  an  hair  from  your  head?  Now,  be 
honest,  and  let  us  know  your  views. 

Bap.  Indeed,  it  is  a  very  delicate 
point}  and  I  chose  to  touch  upon  it  cau¬ 
tiously.  But  when  I  do  see  fit  to  ex¬ 
press  my  opinion  on  the  subject,  1  am 
constrained  to  say  that  I  believe  God 
had  chosed  a  certain  part  of  mankind  for 
himself,  on  whom  he  intended  to  pour 
out  his  grace,  even  before  Adam  was 
created.  They  are  his  chosen  people, 
and  he  determined  to  save  them  from  all 


eternity.  He  chose  them  in  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  his  grace,  and  their  salvation  is 
just  as  certain  as  the  oath  of  God.  But 
I  don’t  wish  to  say  this  before  unrenew¬ 
ed  people,  because  it  is  naturally  calcu¬ 
lated  to  harden  their  hearts  and  make 
them  worse. 

Uni.  Now  you  talk  candidly,  and 
give  us  some  in  formation  concerning 
your  real  belief.  You  and  1  are  perfect¬ 
ly  agreed  that  all  will  be  finally  made 
happy,  whom  God  included  in  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  mercy;  but  1  want  to  know  wheth¬ 
er  you  suppose  there  is  any  way  provi¬ 
ded  for  the  salvation  of  those  helpless, 
ruined  sinneis,  whom  God  did  not^  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  views,  design  to  save  by 
his  Son?  Can  you  tell  me  how  they  can 
obtain  eternal  life  and  be  happy  forever? 

Bap.  I  don’t  wish  to  say  any  thing 
on  that  point,  I  must  leave  them  in  the 
hands  of  a  merciful  God;  he  best  knows 
what  will  become  of  them. 

Uni.  But,  Sir,  I  cannot  believe  you 
are  sincere  in  what  you  now  say.  YoU 
do  not  believe  that  God  is  merciful  tow¬ 
ards  them,  however  he  may  be,  as  it  res¬ 
pects  ‘’his  people.”  Do  be  honest  once 
more:  and  tell  us  plainl>  whether  these 
sinners,  can  possibly,  all  things  consider¬ 
ed,  be  saved.  Remember,  sir,  we  are 
in  the  company  of  a  sick  man,  who  takes 
the  deepest  interest,  in  what-we  say. 

Bup.  Well,  let  it  go  that  the  finally 
impenitent  were  not  included  in  the  cov¬ 
enant  of  mercy;  still  they  ought  to  strive 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  We 
don’t  know  who  are  chosen  and  who  are 
not;  so  there  is  no  excuse  for  indifference; 
God  will  not  save  without  the  use  of 
means. 

Uni,  But  what  means  can  people  use. 
if  God  has  reprobated  them  to  endless 
iffisery?  There  are  no  means  for  them; 
and  why  not  say  it,  in  so  many  words? 
Why  talk  about  their  using  means  to  be 
saved?  You  know  it  is  altogether  pre¬ 
posterous  and  deceptive.  And  now  1 
want  you  to  tell  me  what  the  elect  are 
sated  from} 

\  Bap.  Why,  they  are  by  nature  and 
practice  as  sinful  as  others,  and  as  such, 
exposed  to  God's  everlasting  displeasure. 
But  he  interposes  with  his  blood  and 
saves  them  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

Uni.  It  cannot  be  that  you  under¬ 
stand  yourself,  my  friend.  If  God  chose 
an  elect  number,  from  eternity,  do  you 
not  see  that,  never  since  they  were  thus 
chosen,  could  they  be  exposed  to  such 
punishment?  The  elect  were  never  ia 
the  danger  you  describe,  'even  accordinf^ 
to  your  own  creed.  Not  only  so,  but 
the  non-elect  can  never  be  in  less  dan¬ 
ger;  because  no  way  is  provided  for  their 
salvation.  Of  vhat  service  then,  are  all 
your  frightful  warnings?  Nor  is  that 
the  most  palpable  incontistency,  in  yow 
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doctrine.  If  God  was  angry  with  the 
elect,  and  wanted  to  damn  them,  how 
came  a  way  to  be  provided  for  their  es 
cape?  Could  he  be  full  of  wrath  towards 
them,  and  yet  love  them  so,  as  to  save 
them  from  his  own  wrath?  Look  at  your 
scheme.  Sir,  and  see  its  absurdities.  It 
is  full  of  contradictions  and  inconsisten¬ 
ces.  But  lest  we  should  exhaust  the 
strength  of  the  sick  man,  I  shall  refrain 
from  making  any  further  remarks.— CA. 
Intelligencer. 
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UTICA,  SATURDAY  JUNE  28.  1828. 

TO  THE  PATRONS  OF  THE  DAY- 
STAF. 

The  subscribers  for  the  ‘Day  Star,’  are  in¬ 
formed  that  Rev.  Jonathan  Wallace,  the  Editor 
and  proprietor  of  that  paper,  owingf  to  ill-bealtb, 
and  the  smallness  of  the  patronage,  compared  i 
with  the  expences  necessary  for  the  publication,  | 
after  issuing  fourteen  numbers,  suspended,  and  ! 
Has  now  cooclnded  not  to  resume  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  ibat  paper;  and  has  consigned  his  sub 
scriptioD  list  over  to  the  Editors  of  the  Utica  E- 
vangclical  Magazine,  wishing  us  to  supply  tbe 
patrons  of  tbe  ‘Scar*  with  tbe  Magazine  in  fu¬ 
ture. 

Tbe  Magazine  contains  so  much  more  mat¬ 
ter  than  tbe  Star,  and  at  tbe  same  price,  (if  paid  ' 
in  advance)  that  it  is  hoped  the  patrons  of  that  | 
paper  will  generally  become  subscribers  for  tbe 
Magazine. 

We  forward  this  number  of  the  Magazine,  to 
all  the  subscribers  for  the  ‘Day  Star,’  [which  the 
editor  of  that  paper  gave  us]  requesting  those 
who  do  not  wish  to  become  subscribers  for  this, 
to  write  their  name  and  place  of  residence  on 
tbe  margin  of  the  paper,  do  it  up  carefully  in  a 
wrapper,  and  retumit  immcdialtltj  to  us,  direct¬ 
ed  ‘Evangelical  Magazine,  Utica,  N.  Y.’  by 
which  we  shall  understand  their  wishes.  Those 
who  do  not  immtdiaiely  return  this  No.  will  be 
considered  as  subscribers  for  the  whole  of  the 
second  volume  of  tbe  Magazine.  Should  any 
who  thus  return  tliis  No.  continue  after  it  to  re¬ 
ceive  tbe  Mag^azine,  they  will  understand  by  it, 
that  we  did  not  receive  the  returned  number, 
and  will  have  the  goodness  to  return  another  to 
us. 

Those  who  have  paid  for  the  ‘Star,*  will  re¬ 
ceive  numbers  of  the  1st  volume  of  tbe  ‘Utica 
Magazine,*  sufficient  to  contain  a  quantity  of 
matter  equal  to  what  the  remaining  part  of  the 
Star  would  have  contained,  had  it  been  continu¬ 
ed  through  tbe  1st  volume. 

Those  who  have  not  paid  for  tbe  Star,  by  for¬ 
warding  to  us  50  in  advance,  or  j^2,  any  time 
previous  to  the  close  of  this  volume,  will  pay 
for  both  papers,  [and  the  editors  will  settle  tbe 
oQOcem  between  themselves]  or  if  they  choose, 
'hey  may -settle  with  the  editor  of  the  Star  fo 


what  they  have  received  of  that  paper,  and  with 
usfortbe  current  volume  of  the  Magatine,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  terms. 

Payment  from  the  patrons  'Star,'  will 

be  considered  in  advance,  if  paid  within  three 
months  from  this  date. 

Agents  for  the  Star  are  requested  to  act  as  a- 
gents  for  the  Magazine.  And  those  Subscribers 
who  patronise  this  paper,  are  respectfully  solicit¬ 
ed  to  endeavor  to  obtain  as  many  good  and  re¬ 
sponsible  subscribers  as  possible,  and  return  their 
names  with  their  own,  to  us  as  soou  as  conven¬ 
ient.  As  soon  as  returns  of  names  and  remit¬ 
tances  are  made  to  us,  we  shall  forward  to  sub 
scribers  the  back  Nos.  of  this  volume,  which 
commenced  the  Stliof  April  last.  We  shall  not 
divide  the  volume,  or  receive  subscribeis  for  a 
part  of  the  year;  and  therefore  all  subscribers 
will  receive  the  whole  of  the  2d  vol.  of  this  pa¬ 
per. 

Br.  Wallace,  editor  of  the  Star,  will  act  as 
agent  for  the  Magazine,  in  Potsdam  and  its  vi 
cinity;  and  it  is  expected  he  will  contribute  for 
its  columns  what  his  health  and  situation  will  al> 
low. 

We  may  remark  in  relation  to  the  Magazine, 
that  the  low  price  at  which  it  is  put  to  subscri¬ 
bers,  and  the  great  expense  of  the  publication, 
require  the  utmost  promptness  in  subscribers 
and  faithfulness  in  agents,  to  secure  ut  from  loss 
by  the  publication.  We  solicit,  and  trust  we 
shall  receive,  tbe  patronage  and  encouragement 
of  good,  libera!,  and  iiiduential  mca.  Many  and 
great  are  the  advantages  in  a  moral  and  religious 
point  of  view,  to  tbe  cause  of  truth  and  liberality, 
derived  from  a  periodical  of  this  description, pro¬ 
perly  condacted  and  well  supported.  Numerous 
are  the  testimonies  which  we  have  received  of  tbe 
benehts  resulting  to  our  common  cause,  from  this 
paper  during  the  year  past.  It  has  been  read  by 
hundreds  of  people  who  do  not  enjoy  the  bene£ts 
of  a  public  ministration  of  the  word  of  life;  and 
in  numerous  instances  has  been  the  humble 
means  of  enlightening  souls  that  had  long  been 
held  captive  by  the  fetters  of  superstition,  igno¬ 
rance  and  error.  Though  our  labors  are  but 
poor  and  feeble,  by  the  mercy  of  God  they  have 
been  blessed,  insomuch  that  we  feel  encouraged 
to  persevere,  and  to  spare  no  paios  to  render  this 
publication  both  interesting  and  useful  to  its 
patrons. 

Trial  and  Excomrmmicalionfor  IIeresy.-~-Vfe 
invite  the  serious  attention  of  our  readers  to  the 
article  published  in  this  days  paper  from  Broth¬ 
er  Charles  B.  Brown,  in  relation  to  bis  trial  and 


church  in  tbe  town  of  Mexico.  Tbo’  tbe  arti- 1 
cle  is  quite  lengthy,  yet  it  will  be  found,  partic-  j 
ularly  the  Solemn  Address  to  tbe  church,  very  ! 
interesting  and  instructive,  and  will  abundant¬ 
ly  reward  the  reader  for  an  attentive  perusal. 
Brother  B.  discovers  a  sound  mind,  a  mind  giv¬ 
en  to  study  and  reflection— and  a  clear  under¬ 
standing  of  the  scriptures,  lie  ii  the  same  per- ' 


son  who  wrote  a  communication  for  tbe  Maga¬ 
zine  which  was  inserted  last  fall,  and  headed  “.4 
Convert  to  the  truth,'*  which  the  readers  of  the 
Magazine  will  doubtless  recollect.  In  that 
communication  hekWtes  that  the  first  means  of 
arousing  his  mind  and  exciting  his  attention  to  a 
more  careful  examination  of  the  scriptures  from 
whence  he  derives  his  present  views,  was  the 
perusal  of  the  Magazine  containing  an  account 
of  the  trial  and  excommunication  of  Mrs.  Char¬ 
lotte  Pond,  from  the  Calvinistic  church  in  the 
town  of  Paris,  for  the  heresy  of  Universulisin. 

After  renewed  and  care.‘’ul  attention  to  the 
scriptures  of  divine  truth,  he  become  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  doctrine  of  endless  misemj,  to 
which  he  had  subscribed,  was  not  taught  in  the 
Bible,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  the  “Rcstitiitioii 
of  all  things”  was  clearly  revealed  in  it;  he  like 
an  honest  man  made  known  the  happy  change 
of  views  that  had  taken  place  in  his  mind,  and 
considering  that  his  present  views  would  be  of¬ 
fensive  to  his  Baptist  brethren,  requested  a  dis¬ 
mission  or  liberty  to  withdraw  from  the  church. 
But  uo;  they  could  not  sufi'er  him  peacei^^  tu 
retire  and  leave  them — they  must  level  ai  his 
head  the  anathema  of  iCT Excommunication,, rfi 
tho’they  found  no  fault  with  his  moral  or  reli¬ 
gious  character;  and  to  increase,  if  possible,  the 
odium,  excommunicated  him  in  company,  or 
associated  his  name  with  those  of  two  others  who 
were  cut  off  for  vicious  or  immoral  conduct, 
probably  for  the  same  reason  that  the  jews  cru¬ 
cified  our  Saviour  bcticeen  two  thieves.  There 
is  however  one  circuni  tance,  of  which  Brother 
Brown  informed  us,  that  we  must  not  forget  to 
mention — it  is  this:  Notwithstanding  tho  great 
hostility  of  the  church  against  Uoiversalism,  they 
expustulated  with  brother  B.  and  blamed  him 
for  letting  his  present  views  be  known;  expres¬ 
sing  a  willingness  to  retain  him  in fellowship  if 
he  would  say  nothing  about  his  belief  in  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  all  men.  Or  in  other  words,  they  were 
willing  to  riain  him  in  their  fellowship  and  com¬ 
munion,  if  he  would  add  to  the  supposed  crime  of 
heresy,  the  real  crime  of  hypocrisy  and  dissimula¬ 
tion!  professing  to  believe  that  which  he  could  not 
believe,  and  denying,  or  remaining  silent  upon 
that  “faith”  for  which  be  believed  the  apostle 
had  exhorted  him  to  “contend  earnestly”  Jude 
3,  V.  O  tempera,  O  mores !  Has  it  come  to  tbit, 
that  a  church,  professing  the  Christian  religion, 
should  give  the  preference  to  hypocrisy  and 
dissiroulation,and  regard  it  with  more  complacen¬ 
cy  than  they  do  honesty  and  integrity  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  that  which  we  sincerely  believe.’  We 
are  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pope,  that 

“An  honest  mao’s  the  noblest  work  of  God;” 
and  think  Br.  B.  has  little  occasion  of  regret, 
on  his  own  occount,  for  being  cut  off,  even  in 
the  manner  he  has  been,  from  a  church  of  the 
description  of  that  at  Mexico.  We  would  ad. 
vise  this  church  to  “repent  and  do  their  first 
work,”  and  strive  to  do  it  more  effectually  than 
it  seems  they  hare  yet  done  it.  We  congrati;. 
late  Br.  Brown  on  his  deliy trance  from  bondage 
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and  his  euanCipatioa  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  children  of  God,  as  well  as  on  the  account  of 
his  being  counted  worthy  to  suffer  reproach  in 
he  cause  of  the  “Saviour  of  the  world.”  S. 

I.AYING  OF  THE  CORNER  STONE. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  new  Universalist 
Chapel  now  erecting  in  this  village,  was  laid  on 
Wednesday  last,  accompanied  with  appropriate 
religious  services,  in  the  presence  of  a  respecta¬ 
ble  concourse  of  people.  The  services  were 
commenced  with  a  solemn  address  to  the  throne 
of  grace  iu  behalf  of  the  Society  erecting  the 
house,  invokingthe  blessing  of  Almighty  God  on 
their  laudable  undertaking  to  build  a  house  of 
wot  ship  for  his  service  and  their  accommodation. 

A  leaden  box  was  then  deposited  in  a  cavity 
prepared  for  its  reception,  in  which  was  contain¬ 
ed  a  copy  of  the  Holy  Bible,  several  numbers  of 
the  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine,  several  politi¬ 
cal  papers  of  the  last  date  published  in  this  vil¬ 
lage,  and  a  scroll,  containing  a  memo(ial  of  the 
lurination  of  the  Society,  the  names  of  the  first 
ofilftrs  chosen  in  it,  the  names  of  their  first  and 
present  pastors  and  of  the  present  building  com¬ 
mittee,  with  sucli  other  memorials  as  were 
thought  proper  to  be  deposited. 

The  corner  stone  was  then  laid  and  adjusted, 
by  the  assistance  of  E.  S.  Cozier,  Esq.  iu  due 
aoil  regular  form;  after  which  an  address,  occu- 
I'ying  about  twenty  minutes,  was  delivered  by 
the  senior  editor  of  this  paper,  pastor  of  the  So¬ 
ciety.  and  the  audience  then  retired.  The  day 
was  icmarkably  pleasant,  and  the  attention  to 
the  services  solemn  and  devout.  ‘Except  the 
fjord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that 
build  it.*  May  the  Lord  be  with  and  bless  us, 
that  we  may  thus  go  on  prospering  and  to  pros- 
]ter.  The  Address  will  be  published  in  our  next. 

AN  EXCHANGE. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Stacy,  of  Hamilton,  will  preach 
at  the  Court  House  in  this  village,  on  the  2d 
Sabbath  in  July  next;  and  the  senior  editor  of 
this  paper  will  supply  his  place  in  the  village  of 
Sauquoit. 


ing  House.*  Mr.  A.  replied  that  he  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  about  making  Universalists;  but  he 
could  tell  him  how  he  would  become  a  believer 
in  final  Universal  Salvation.  ‘Yon  will  do  well 
then,  said  he,  to  let  me  know  how.’  ‘‘Well  sir,’ 
said  Mr.  A.  ‘you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  h  is  possible  you  can  be  saved  yovr- 
SELr.  Yf  u  will  ttien  believe  in  the  salvation  of 
every  body  else  of  couise.’ 

To  Correspondents. — ‘Ilonestus”  communi- 
nication,  for  want  of  room,  is  necessarily  post¬ 
poned  till  our  next  number.  ' 

Errafa.— In  the  Magazine,  No.  5,  page  35, 
last  col.  27th  line  from  bottom,  for  five,  read few. 
In  No.  6,  Letters  to  Dr.  EIy,.for  Letter  No.  6, 
read  No.  8. 

MARRIED. — In  this  village  on  the  16th  inst. 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Silas  D.  Bebee,  of 
Albany,  to  Miss  Marcia  Rumrill,  of  this  vil¬ 
lage. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last,  by  the  same,  Mr. 
Elias  Hocse,  to  Miss  Ele.v  Shearman. 

To  Backbiters. — Never  believe,  mnch  less 
propagate,  an  ill  report  of  your  neighbor,  with¬ 
out  good  evidence  of  its  truth.  Never  listen  to 
an  infamous  story  handed  to  you  by  a  man  who 
is  a  known  enemy  of  the  person  defamed,  or 
who  is  wont  to  sow  discord  among  brethren,  and 
excite  disturbances  in  society.  Never  utter  the 
evil  which  you  know  or  suspect  of  another,  till 
you  have  taken  an  opportunity  to  expostulate 
with  him.  Never  speak  evil  of  ancther  while 
you  are  under  the  operation  of  envy  and  malev- 
olence,but  wait  till  your  spirits  are  cooled  down 
that  you  may  the  better  judge  whether  to  utter 
or  suppress  the  matter.  Never  express  theevil 
which  you  wo'’'.a  say  of  your  poinfbbor  in  terms 
too  stroug,  or  io  language  which  would  convey 
an  exaggeiated  idea  of  his  conduct.  Never 
throw  out  against  a  man  broken  hints  and  dark 
inuendos,  which  would  leave  the  hearers  to  sus¬ 
pect  any  thing  that  ill  nature  can  suggest-  Nev¬ 
er  speak  evil  of  your  neighbor  to  his  known  en¬ 
emy,  who  wishes  for  an  occasion  of  slander;  for 
he  will  certainly  paint  the  image  anew, and  touch 
it  off  with  bolder  colors.  In  short,  never  speak 
evil  of  a  man,  when  your  speaking  may  proba¬ 
bly  do  much  hurt,  but  cannot  possibly  do  any 
good. 

MINUTES. 


ORIGINAL  anecdote. 

Soon  after  the  ‘Restorationist  Society,’  in  the 
city  of  Troy,  had  commenced  operations  in  buil¬ 
ding  a  house  of  worship,  Mr.  X.  an  active  mem¬ 
ber,  while  walking  in  one  of  the  principal  streets 
of  that  city,  was  accosted  by  a  gentleman  who 
was  possessed  of  considerable  wealth,  and  with 
rather  an  uncomfortable  share  of  prejudice  a 
gainst  the  faith  of  Mr,  A.  and  consequently 
thought  it  good  to  indulge  his  irony,  though  he 
should  do  it  at  the  expense  of  bis  neighbor.  See¬ 
ing  a  number  of  persons  n^r,  who  he  thought 
would  share  in  his  expected  pleasure,  be  said — 
•Well,  Mr.  A,  how  do  you  get  along  with  vour 
ohurcb.^’  ‘Very  well,’  was  the  reply.  He  then 
said,  ‘You  bad  better  make  a  Universalist  of  me; 
I  might  assist  you  some  in  building  yeur  Mect-j 


OP  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CENTRAL  ASSOi 
CIATION  OF  UNIVERSALISTS  OF  THE  STATE 
op  NEW-YOKK.  A.  D.  1828. 


Tbo  ministers  and  delegates  composing  the 
Central  Association  of  Universalists  convened 
at  Fly  Creek,  Otsego  county,  on  Wednesda) 
the  4th  of  June,  1828;  and  after  uniting  with 
Br.  J.  Potter  in  devout  thanksgiving  and  supli- 
cation  to  the  throne  of  grace,  proceeded  to  or¬ 
ganize  the  council  by  appointing 

Br.  N.  STACY,  Moderator, 
Bis.  J.  S.  Sherburn  &  )  , 

D.  Skinner,  J 


Called  for  and  received  the  credentials  of  del¬ 
egates,  beard  representations  of  the  state  and 
condition  of  societies  and  churches:  and  found 
the  intelligence  generally  of  a  cheering  and  sat¬ 
isfactory  nature. 

Appointed  Brs.  J.  Potter,  D.  Skinner  and  E- 
Ferris,  a  committee  to  receive  requests  for  let¬ 
ters  of  iMowship  and  ordination. 


ORDERS  OF  PUBLIC  WORSHIP  ON  WEDNESDAY. 

JSIormng  Service. 

Br.  Stacy —Introductory  prayer. 

Br.  Sheiburn — the  sermon,  text,  Luke  iii;  5 
6.  '•*  Every  valley  shall  be  filled.^  &c. 

Br.  J.  B.  Shannon — concluding  prayer. 

Jiftemoon  Service. 

Br.  Potter— first  prayer. 

Br.  Skinner — the  sermon;  text,  1  G'or.  iii;  19. 
“For  the  vnsdom  of  this  world  is  foolishness  with. 
God^  SfC 

Br.  Sherburn — last  prayer. 

In  Council. — Received  a  request  from  the 
UniversaKstsociety.'of  tbevillage  ofSauquoit  in 
the  town  of  Paris,  to  be  received  into  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  this  association. 

Voted  to  grant  said  request. 

The  committee  of  discipline  for  the  last  year 
reported  that  no  cases  of  complaint  against  any 
brother  or  brethren  bad  ocenred  or  came  with¬ 
in  their  cognizance  during  the  year  past. ' 

Appointed  Brs.  Stacy,  Skinner,  and  Potter,  a 
committee  of  Discipline  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Voted  unanimously.  That  we  approve  of  the 
Revised  Constitution  proposed  by  theUniversal- 
ist  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the 
approbation  of  the  respective  associations  of  this, 
state. 

Appointed  Brs.  Potter  and  Stacy,  ministers, 
and  Brs.  Eli  Peck  and  Jacob  Pattrick  Esq.  lay¬ 
man, as  delegates  to  attend  the  State  Convention 
at  its  next  session  in  Utica,  on  the  2d  Wednes¬ 
day  of  May  1829. 

Adjourned  till  7  o’clock  Thursday  morning: 
prayer  by  Br.  Shannon.  ^ 

Thursday  morning  met  according  to  ^journ- 
ment,  and  opened  the  council  by  uniting  ra  pray¬ 
er  with  Br.  E.  Ferris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  requests 
for  letters  of  lellowshvorordioation  reported  in 
favor  of  cooferring  oidination on  Br.  J.  S.  Sher¬ 
burn. 

Voted  to  accept  the  above  report. 

Appointed  visiting  committees  to  the  differ¬ 
ent  b^iesand  Associationsof  Universalists  with 
which  this  body  stands  connected,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  maintaining  fellowship  and  co-operation, 
whkh  committees  are  as  follows,  viz:  Brs.  Skin. 
Her  and  Stacy,  to  visit  the  Black  River  Associa. 
tion; — Brs.  Stacy  and  Potter,  the  Cbenango; — 
Brs.  S.  Miles  and  Ferris,  the  Cayuga. — Brs 
Stacy  and  Shannon,  the  Genesee,  the  Cbatau- 
qaa  and  the  Northern  Ohio; — and  Brs.  Skinner 
and  Potter,  the  Conventional,  and  the  Hudson 
River  Associations. 

Resolved,  To  recommend  to  all  the  minister-* 
ing  brethren  belonging  to  this  Association  to  >  is< 
it,  so  far  as  practicable,  all  destitute  churches 
and  societies  withiu  the  boundaries  of  this  As¬ 
sociation. 

Resolved,  To  recommend  to  all  destitute  chur¬ 
ches  and  societies  to  call  oo  those  ministering 
brethren  who  can  be  obtained,  to  visit  and  sup¬ 
ply  them  accasionally  with  preaching. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
introduced  and  unanimously  adopted.  Where¬ 
as  Geo.  W.  Brooks,  formerly  a  preacher  in  the 
fellowship  of  this  Association,  has,  since  the  last 
session  of  this  body,  by  a  notice  in  a  pnblic  paper 
renounced  his  connexion  with  us  and  with  all 
universalist  Associations, 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  we  hereby  confirm 
tbe  disunion,  being  convinced  that  there  are 
sufficient  reasons  why  he  should  DO  longer  la¬ 
bor  io  feiloirsbip  with  ua. 


56 


UTICA  EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 


Voted  that  Br.  Stacy  write  a  Circular  to  bc* 
company  the  minetn  of  the  proceedinf^  of  this 
Association,  and  that  the  same  be  published  io 
the  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine,  with  a  reqnest 
that  they  be  copied  into  other  periodical  unirer* 
salist  publications  la  the  state. 

ORDER  OF  PUBLIC  SERVICE  OX  THURSDAT. 

Morning  Service. 

Br.  E.  Ferris  —first  prayer. 

Br.  D.  Skinner — the  Sermon;  text,  I  Cor. 
xiii;  13,  now  abidelk Jaith,  hope,  charity, 

Ac. 

Br.  J.  B.  Shannon — second  prayer. 

Administration  of  the  supper  by  Brs.  Stacy 
and  Potter. 

Jifternoon  and  Ordaining  Service. 

Br.  Skiuner— first  prayer. 

Br.  Stacy — the  Sermon;  text,  1  Cor.  i;  S3, 24. 
we  preach  Christ  crusified,^’  Sic. 

Br.  Potter-— the  ordaining  prayer. 

Br.  Ferris— -the  Delivery  of  the  scriptures  and 
charge. 

Br.  Stacy — the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship 
and  closing  prayer. 

Adjourned  the  Association  to  meet  at  Warren 
Herkimer  co.  on  tht*  first  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  of  June  1829. 

NATII’L  STACY.  Msderalor. 

CIRCULAR  EPISTLE  for  1828. 

To  the  churches,  societies  and  individu¬ 
als  belonging  to  this  association:  and  to  all 
to  whom  ihis  epistle  shall  oome,  the  central 
assot^atiomof  Universalists  sr.ndetk  affec¬ 
tionate  and  chrislain  salutations. 

OEARLY  beloved, 

We  are  permitted,  by  divine  grace,  to 
tnnouDce  to  you  that  our  annual  convoca¬ 
tion,  which  we  have  ever  hailed,  and 
which,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  we 
have  always  retilized  as  a  “season  of  re¬ 
freshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,’’ 
has  been  truly  and  emphatically  such  at 
this  time.  A  spirit  of  uninterupted  am¬ 
ity  characterized  all  our  proceedings — 
we  were  of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind  in 
every  measure;  and  all  our  things  were 
done  io  charity.*  A  retrospect  of  tlic  past, 
a  view  of  the  present,  and  a  rational  an¬ 
ticipation  of  the  future  state  of  our  Zion, 
afforded  the  most  permanent  grounds  for 
congratulations,  and  prompted  to  the 
most  unqualified  determinations  to  the 
persevering  aod  faithful  discharge  of  the 
arduous,  important,  pleasing  duties  of 
our  religious  calling.  What  heart,  that 
feels  any  interest  in  the  religion  of  the 
blessed  Jesus,  but  must  palpitate  with 
the  most  grateful  impulse  when  casting 
an  eye  over  this  region,  where  a  com¬ 
munity  is  organized  of  which  this  is  the 
elder  sister, — where,  twenty  five  years 
ago,  not  a  solitary  voice  was,  or  dared  to 
be,  truly  attuned  to  the  song  of  Moses 
and  die  Lamb,  we  now  behold  thousands 
;On  thousands  standing  on  the  sea  of  glass 
mingled  with  fire  with  the.  harps  of  God 
high  tuned  in  their  handt! 


The  tiding  from  the  different  char-  proceedings  of  those  spiritual  merchants, 
ches  and  societies  represented,  and  from  who  have  been  made  rich  by  her  mer- 
the  different  sections  of  country  where  chandize.— We  may  not  be  astonished 
they  enjoy  any  share  of  preaching,  were  at  their  dismal  groans,  their  fearful  con* 
cxhilerating  and  refreshing.  tortions  of  countenance;  or  the  infurial 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  make  any  re-  dopunciations  that  they  utter.  Tiiese 

marks  concerning  the  conventional  ques-  dying  spasms  of  an  expiring 

tion;  for  it  will  be  seen  by  our  minutes  cause;  the  sure  prelude  to  a  fatal  and  fi 
that  the  present  proposed  plan  was  unan-  overthrow. 

iraously  approved.  However,  as  it  has  W’hilc  you  are  encouraged,  brethren, 
heretofore  caused  some  excitement,  it  to  rejoice  in  the  distraction  and  down- 
may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  no  fall  of  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places, 
one,  we  believe,  has  ever  denied  the  pro-  let  commiseration  for  suffering  souls  lead 
pricty  of  the  existance  of  such  a  body  in  you  to  redouble  your  diligence  in  the 
some  form,  and  very  few  have  denied  discharge  of  those  duties,  that  are  calcu- 
the  necessity,  since  the  associations  in  the  lated  to  undeceive  their  minds,  and 
state  have  become  so  numerous-  The  break  the  manacles  by  which  they  art 
only  objection  was,  the  fear  of  ecclesias-  bound.  strong  in  the  Lord” — Be 

tical  domination,  inasmuch  as  the  for-  united — “Let  brotherly  love  continue.'* 
mer  constitution  confined  the  choice  of  — “Put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  ol 
delegates  from  the  associations,  to  the  perfectness,  and  let  the  peace  of  God 
clergy.  By  the  proposed  revision  of  the  rule  in  your  lifearts.”  By  an  unweari- 
constitution  the  objection  being  entirely  ed  obedience  to  the  divine  precepts  ol 
removed,  by  securing  an  equal  delega-  our  holy  religion,  put  to  silence  the 
tion  of  layman  and  ministers,  the  plan  tongue  of  slander  and  show  to  the  world 
was  cheerfully  and  without  the  least  that  there  is  a  divine  reality  in  the  reli- 
hesitancy  adopted  in  this  association,  and  gjon  you  profess:  By  so  doing  you  hap* 
we  sincerely  hope  and  trust  that  our  sis-  pify  yourselves,  worship  God.  honour 
ter  associations  will  as  cheerfully  unite  Jesus,  and  are  in  the  use  of  the  most  el- 
with  us  in  this,  we  believe,  useful  and  fectual  means  of  advancing  the  cause  of 
important  measure.  the  divine  Redeemer  in  the  earth. 

Had  we  given  full  evidence  to  the  re-  To  our  ministering  brethren,  we  urge 
ports  insiduously  circulated  by  the  cue-  importance  of  faithfulness  in  youi 
mies  of  universal  grace,  in  relation  to  jP ,  7  vocation.  Be  vigilent, 

the  state  of  religious  feeling  in  this  place,  prayerful;  not  only  that  you  may  dis- 
we  should  not  nave  dared  to  anticipate  cover  truth,  and  the  s'gns  of  the  times; 
a  friendly  reception  We  should  have  J®**  "'^7  seasonably  instruct,  ami 
supposed  their  hearts  were  cold,  their  •admonish;  but  above  all,  be  exceedingly 
hands  withdrawn,  their  doors  closed  watchful  over  yourselves,  that  no  passion, 
against  us;  and  if  their  church  were  not  ~"that  no  appetite  gains  an  undue  as 
bolted,  we  should  only  behold  its  miked  tendency,  and  leads  you  to  the  com* 
walls!  We  should  have  believed  that,  mission  of  follies  or  crimes  to  debase 
by  a  recent  revival,  universalisni  was  ymr  character,  degrade  your  calling, 
shaken  to  its  base,  and  the  former  pro-  destroy  your  influence,  ami  wound  yout 
fessors  of  that  religion  were  declaiming  Redeemer.  Studyat  alltimestomain* 
vehemently  against  it,  or  trembling  upon  a  meek,  and  a  ijruie/  spint:  and  the 
the  vortex  of  utter  despair !  very  differ-  cause  of  truth  will  prosper  in  your  hands, 
ent,  however,  was  the  reality.  We  were  We  ask  the  nonprofessing  world  to 
welcomed  with  acclamations  of  joy-— our  pause,  before  they  unito  to  support  the 
meeting  was  hailed  as  a  season  of  heav-  dogmas,  or  the  prejudices  of  any  religious 
enly  prclibation. — Their  hearts,  their  sect — To  critically  examine  their  creeds 
hands,  and  their  houses  were  opened,  and  their  practices;  and  carefully  coin- 
and  we  enjoyed  every  tcstimoniiil  of  the  pare  them  with  tlie  holy  scriptures,  and 
most  hearty  welcome.  Their  church  the  precepts  of  Jesns.  Recollect  that 
was  filled  to  over  flowing,  and  the  de-  that  theory  can  only  be  correct  which 
vout,  the  solemn,  the  almost  breathless  [inculcates  universal  charity,  and  leads 
attention  of  the  crowded  congregation  j  to  that  sure  and  umlefiled  practical  re 
evinced  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  i  ligion,  “to  visit  the  fatherless  and  wid 
soul-cheering  doctrine  of  universal  sal-  'ows  in  their  afflictions  and  to  keep  hini- 
vation,  proclaimed  from  the  consecrated  i  self  unspotted  from  the  world.”  Re* 
desk.  i  member  that  the  Prophet  found  not  the 

While  we  behold  these  reiterated  evi-  j  Lord  in  the  wind,  the  earthquake,  noi 
dences,  that  the  Lord  has  taken  to  him- !  the  fire:  but  in  the  still  small  voice  which 
self  his  great  power — that  the  judgment!  followed.*  We  commend  you  all  to 
of  mystical  Babalon  no  longer  lingers,  God  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace.— 
we  may  not  be  surprised  at  the  wild,  the  Amen.  NATH’L  STACY, 

fanatical  zeal;  the  discordant  and  con-  By  order  of  the  Association, 
tentious  measures  that  characterize  the  *1  Kings  19:  11,  12, 
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